236              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
point of the swellings are black and, when cut into, the blood is observed to be frothy or filled with air-bubbles. A sweet sickish odor is noticed the same as in cattle blackleg. The flock owner may be confused between this disease and anthrax, making a laboratory examination of the tissues necessary for a positive diagnosis. The swollen gas-filled muscles together with the sweet odor are considered positive evidence of blackleg, but there are many cases in which these changes are not pronounced enough for the inexperienced person to be certain. If anthrax is unknown in the section where the losses occur, blackleg would be suspected first, but if the farm is infected with anthrax there would be a chance for mistake. The laboratory test would show the presence of the germ of either disease and should be resorted to when any doubt exists. In doubtful cases a veterinarian should be consulted. If there is any possibility of anthrax, the owner should use every precaution to prevent infection to himself, because anthrax is fatal to man. Under no circumstances should the carcass be skinned if anthrax is suspected.
Treatment
There is no drug treatment for sheep affected with blackleg. As soon as the disease is recognized, the flock should be promptly immunized or vaccinated with blackleg aggres-sin. The regulation of dosage and the vaccination is best handled by a veterinarian, but lacking such service it may be done by the owner. The directions of the manufacturer of the vaccine should be followed closely. The aggressin type of vaccination gives excellent results when properly administered.
ANTHRAX
Anthrax is more frequent in cattle, but sheep are highly susceptible and die in large numbers after infection enters the flock. While anthrax is not widely distributed, it occurs on f ams during an outbreak in cattle or it may begin inde-